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them and of my desire for their happiness, that I was above all
suspicion. Then she curtsied and leaving the Princess went to
bed. This scene appeared to me enormous.

For some time after this I ceased entirely to see M. le Due
d'Orle'ans and Madame la Duchesse de Berry. They cajoled
me with all sorts of excuses, apologies, and so forth, but I re-
mained frozen. They redoubled their excuses and their prayers.
Friendship, I dare not say compassion, seduced me, and I al-
lowed myself to be led away. In a word, we were reconciled.
I kept aloof, however, from Madame la Duchesse de Berry as
much as possible, visiting her only for form's sake; and as
long as she lived never changed in this respect.

Being reconciled with M. d'Orle'ans, I again thought of my
project of uniting him to the Dauphin through M. de Beauvilliers.
He had need of some support, for on all sides he was sadly out of
favour. His debauchery and his impiety, which he had quitted
for a time after separating himself from Madame d'Argenton,
his mistress, had now seized on him again as firmly as ever.
It seemed as though there were a wager between him and his
daughter, Madame la Ducbesse de Berry, which should cast
most contempt on religion and good manners.

The King was nothing ignorant of the conduct of his nephew.
He had been much shocked with the return to debauchery and
low company. The enemies of M. d'Orldans, foremost among
which was M. du Maine, had therefore everything in their
favour. As I have said, without some support M. d'Orl^ans
seemed in danger of being utterly lost.

It was no easy matter to persuade M. de Beauvilliers to fall
in with the plan I had concocted, and lend his aid to it. But, I
worked him hard. I dwelt upon the taste of the Dauphin for
history, science, and the arts, and showed what a ripe know-
ledge of those subjects M. d'Orle'ans had, and what agreeable
conversation thereon they both might enjoy together. In brief
I won over M. de Beauvilliers to my scheme. M. d'Orle'ans, on
his side, saw without difficulty the advantage to him. of union
with the Dauphin. To bring it about I laid before him two
conditions. One, that when in the presence of the Prince lie